 “Withhold not Thou Thy tender mercies from me, O Lord: let Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth continually preserve me.” Psalm 40:11 
Imagine one day without the mercies of God. We all sin more than we realize. If God gave us in direct proportion for our actions what we deserved, we all would have been lost long ago. But, how sweet Divine mercy is! It is what restores us when we’ve fallen and gives fresh life when we’re weary.  
David was aware of his need for the constant mercies of God. He recognized that he couldn’t make it without them. He saw the necessity of God’s love and truth to preserve, guard, and keep him through a sad, sinful world. Do you have that attitude of David? That constant prayer on your heart that says, “Lord, I need you.” The self-sufficient and proud do not have such burdens on their heart. They seem to feel capable to shoulder their own load. But, for the child of God, this kind of spirit is what draws us closer and nearer to the Lord. Seeing our own weakness, sins, and needs, impels us to run to our Refuge and Strength. 
Lastly, note that David, and you and I, could pray this prayer with a hopeful expectation. Knowing the character of God and deep love that He has for His children should lead us not to tip-toe around in prayer, but to confidently call out to Him. Pray this prayer of David today.
